He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.—A Voice from Heaven. 
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Obediente. 


To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.— Samuel. 


Mankind are placed here on the earth | and they are governed by every caprice of 
subject to two to g powers— fortune.“ Ask the merchant if he is cer- 
those of good and evil. ‘The question is not | tain of success in his financial operations, 
whether they will yield obedience to either, | and he will answer by beginning to cal- 
or not, for one or the other they must | culate his chances. Ask the wisest states- 
necessarily obey in order to fulfil the law | men of Europe what will be the result of 
of their being. Man’s free agenty con-| the present war, and how the political 
sists in choosing which of these influences | questions which embarrass the nations will 
he will follow, and there is not a moment | be decided, and they are compelled to ad- 
of his existence when he is not under the | mit that those are problems which time 
control of one or the other. alone can solve. e condition of the 

Much has been said to the Saints on] world, with regard to religion, whether 
the subject of obedience to the Priesthood, | Christian, Mohamedan, or Pagan, is no 
and no doubt they will still need much fh- | better. Men have no definite idea of 
struction on this subject, before they will | their origin, of what they are here for, of 
clearly understand the nature of that be- | the God they worship, of the heaven 
dienee which the Lord requires, and which | hope to go to, or of the hell which the 
He will bless and sanctify. expect others who differ from them 

We understand blind obedience, of which | be cast into. All is duubt and the darkest 
there is so much said, to be obeying coun- | uncertainty. They are like the blind man 
sel or commandments without under- | groping fur the wall. It must be evident 
ee ae object, or feeling any assu- to each reflecting mind, that every indi- 
rance the results of such obedience | vidual of these millions of human crea- 
will be beneficial to ourselves. 

Let us look at the course of mankind | sense of the fact, obedient to some po 
in generul, and see if this is not really the | which influences and controls his actions 
kind of obedience they are yielding to the | every hour of his existence. What inge- 
influences which surround them. Ask nuity could devise or wisdom invent a 


the millions who toil for their bread, what | more perfectly blind obedience than this d 
certainty they have of a of it, even | Let every Latter-day Saint ask himself if 
for a week to come, and with a little re- this was not his position before he obeydd 


The Scriptures furnish us with many 


flection they will answer, “ None, we — 
subject to the fickle will of our employers, 


\ 

7 
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11 
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prominent, instances of blind. obedioncs. 


quences, which their blind obedience to | 


evil prevented their seeing, but the pre- 
dictions of Noah, who chose to follow the 
light of revelation, were none the less sure 
to come to pass, as in time learned by 
their destruction. In 
le of the present day have 
cad Praghiats in their midst, urging them 
to accept of the light of the Gospel, but 
in their conceited wisdom they prefer to 
yield blind obedience to their own evil in- 
clinations, but their destruction is none 
the lexs sure. 

If David had not forsaken the light of 
revelation which had been given, and 
blindly obeyed his own evil passions in the 
case of Uriah the Hittite, he would never 
have forfeited his kingdom, his wives, and 
children, and then paid the penalty of his 
sin in hell. It seems to have required 
considerable adroitness on the part of 
Nathan the Prophet, by bringing before 
the mind of David a parallel but forcible 
case, to get him to see clearly the enor- 
mity of the guilt into which blind obedi- 
ence had led him. But what need is there 
of going back to ancient times for exam- 

les on this subject, when the world is 
ed with them, and mankind en masse 
are living examples of the destructive 
efects of blind obedience to every evil pas- 
sion and depraved desire, travelling down- 
ward ! downward! to deeper darkness and 
death, and only answering in derision to 
the friendly voice which would call them 
back to li ht and truth. 

Every Latter-day Saint who lives in 
the light and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
ia a living witness that only when he en- 
joys it can he comprehend his own actions, 
aid understand the results which will 
arise from them. No Saint ever apos- 
titized while he followed the counsels 
of the Priesthood and the Spirit of Reve- 
lation, but whenever he begins to question 
it; 3 and cannot un d 
why he should obey it, it should be a wit- 
ness to him that darkness is stealing over 
his mind, and that he is bein blinded by 
evil influences. It is then high time to 
Dok about himself and see where the 
wrong lies, for he may be sure of finding 
it in himself. 


Blind obedience is not the kind which the 


| Priesthood, by your 


OBEDIENCE. 


throughout the whole course of the Sains 
an condition of salvation, and it 
can only be founded on a sati know 
ledge or understanding of what are 
required to believe. Baptism and the la 
ing on of hands, without such belief, wo 
be but a mere mockery. Obedience to the 
counsel of the Priesthood, in order to be 
acceptable, must be | 
and arise from a testimo 
of truth that it is right. is testimony 
should be continually ——— by 
experience that only in 
are blessing and safety. 
Abraham could not 


have endured the 


Lord would ful- 
fil the promises which He had made him 
concerning his py. He also knew 
of a certainty, from the knowledge thas 
had been given him, that Isaac was a gift 
from the Lord, and that He had a right 
Saint will ive — — 

ints will live up to ivileges, 
walk in the light of the Sprrit, the 


of Conferences and Branches have done 
wrong and led others astray, and how can 
we make sure of always being led in the 
right way by those who are placed over 
us, and at the same time render that obe- 
dience to their counsel which we are 
taught to do?” We would remind the 
Saints that this counsel always is, or should 
be, accompanied with this addition—sus- 
tain those who are placed over you in the 
united faith con- 
dence, and prayers. These two impor 
tant items of counsel are closely connected, 
and one cannot be fully obeyed with- 
out obedience to the other. 
We here lay down some general rules for 
the guidance of the Saints, and if they will 
iligently follow them they need not err in 


Lord requires. It is the privilege of every 
ee comprehend his way before him. 
antediluvians, they only scorned the light | The promise is that through obedience to 
which he offered, and chose to pursue | the ordi men shall receive the Gift 
heir_ own course,.regardiess of conse- of the Holy Ghost, which shall guide them 
into all truth, and show them things present 
and to come, that they need not walk in 
darkness or uncertainty. The Lord re- 
quires men to believe, before they are bap- 
tized, and belief must always remain 
| Trial of sacrincing his son Isaac, * 
ö previous experience, and the testimony of f 
| the Spirit, had not given him the fal 
| will require them to do nothing whic 
they cannot have an assurance is right, 
even as did Abraham. But,” say some, 
“instances have occurred where Presidents 
| | 
| | 
| 


the matter of Obedience. — — 
no positive instructions or rules which are 
given for che conduct of tha 


written Revelations, or 
and sanctioned the Fire Presidency o 
the Church, can set aside by any he 


authority than that from which they 
nate. is no such thing admi 


— 


this principle, and seek to be 
in by the li 


ceive him, by covenanting with the 
lifted hand to n him by their faith 
and prayers. None but covenant-breakers 
are ever led astray and go into darkness. 
This leads to the second rule for our 
guidance in this matter — never break 
your covenants. No man in authority 
in the Priesthood will have power to 
lead those astray over whom he presi 
or brin upon them, if will 
faithfully keep their covenants. The Lord 
remove him from his before 


never have power to 
give any of that 


not result in their if obeyed. 
The Lord, in order that His people 


ma 
learn to do right, bey expedioncing the oul 
of doing wrong, often leaves them to suffer 
n uences of their — 
doings. If a people permit slanders 
— to — into their midst, the 
power of their union is broken, they lose 
the Spirit, and their faith becomes . 
In such a case, if their President is dis- 


otherwise if the Saints will do their duty. | 


plaining about it at 


2 


they do this because it is still 
eengenial to their natures, but when 


8 


: 
* 
8 


5 


_ Either the Priesthood is or is not the 
channel h which men receive 


and it will never fail of being an infalli 
guide. It will show those who preside 
what counsel to give, and if those to w 

it is given have the same Spirit, it will 
bear testimony to them that will be 
blest in obeying that counsel. Lord 
is a ng, and His plans are per- 
fect, and certain in their operations. The 
imperfections and uncertainties are all in 
ourselves. We would recommend those 
Saints who feel disposed to quibble about 
blind obedience, to go back to first princi- 
ples, and get a renewal of the Holy Ghost 
upon them, and then continue to cherish 
and obey its im that it may be asa 
lamp to guide their feet unerringly in the 
path of righteousness. Then will 
re have a doubt on the subject 
of ence, and 
counsel may involve the present loss o 
n orts of life, the 
society of friends, and may lead them te 
stare death in the face, or even partake of 
its stern realities, they will always feel the 
comforting assurance they will emerge 
from the dark valley of sacrifice and trial 
into a more brilliant day of reward, of joy 
and rejoicing in a fulness of the blessin 
of eternal life; while those who choose 
yield blind obedience to evil influences 
which surround them, because they 
think their own unaided * * 
saſest guide, will receive their reward 
blasted hopes, unavailing sorrow, and 
misery. 
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the requirements 
out, “ Blind 
not the light 
understand 
the Spirit of 
— that life and 
ssible | ME will be the reward of obedience. 
12 unde foot the Lord and His servants, 
higher authority in obedience to a lower | while the beam is in their own eye. Thou- 
il strictly adhere to bear testimony that they never 
guided there- being blessed in obeying the 
it, they never those who have been placed 
will commit any sin will bring y others have had it too 
them under serious condemnation. upon their minds ever 
When a man is appointed to preside misfortune and sor- 
over a portion of the Saints, they are called 
. upon to manifest their willingness to re- 
| F. WAY it 18 a sure way 
from beginning toend. If the Lord gives 
| the Holy Ghost at all, He will continue the 
He will suffer him to-do it. Further 
than this, a President thus sustained will 
his mouth to 
counsel that vil 
| 
posed in to do wrong, there is 
nothing to prevent him, for the * 
cannot bind bim by their faith 0 
Lord may thus suffer them both to go 
into darkness for a time, and reap the re- 
ward of their own doings. It is the duty | 
of those who are set to preside over the 
Saints, to counsel and direct in righteous- 
act 13, many who are 
Saints, will serve the devil without com- 
all. Wa presume 
most 
they 


Monday, Tuesday, and Wedne- dav, 8th, 
Oth, and tvth. I was wich the Twelve, 
selecting hymns, for the pu of com, 
piling a hymn bock. About this time 
sickness began to manifest itself much 
amory ‘the brethren, as well as am 


the inhabitants of the place, o that this | 


week and the following was generally 
spent in visiting the * admivister- 
ing to them ; some.had faith enough and 
were healed ; others had not. 

Sunday, 2 st. There was no 
on account of much rain aud much sick- 
ness; however, many of the sick were this 
day raixed up by the power of God, 
through the instrumentality of the Elders 
of Israel ministering unto them in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

Monday and Tuesday, 22nd and 22rd. 
The sick were administered unto with 

t success, but many remain sick, and 
cites are occurring daily. 

Sunday, 28th. Meeting was held as 
usual. Elder Parley P. Pratt preached 
on the gathering of Israel; and in the 
afternoon Orson Pratt addressed the 
Church on the necessity of keeping the 
commandments of God; after which 1 
spoke, and admonished the Church in- 
dividually to set their houses in order, to 
make clean the inside of the platter, and 
to meet on the next Subbath to partake 
of che Sacrament, in order that by our 
oedience to the ordinances, we might be 
enabled to prevail with God against the 
destroyer, aud that the sick might be 
healed. 
All this week chiefly spent among the 
tic , who in general are gaining strength, 
aud recovering health. 

Sunday, August 4th. The Church 
eame together for prayer meeting and 
Sacramet. I exhorted the Church at 
length, concerning the necessity of being 
righteons, and clean at heart before the 
Lord. Many others also spoke; especially 
some of the Pwelve, who were preseut, pro- 
fesse? their willingness to pro eed on their 
mis · ion to without either purse 
or scrip, &c. The Sacrament was aa 
ministered, a spirit of humility and har- 
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ars and the Church passed » 
resolution that the Twelre * 1 
soon as „ and that t weal 


provide fur their families during 
absence. 
Monday, 5th. 


Commerce, Hancock County, Illinois, 
5th August, 1639. 

Dear Sir—T have been requested to write 
you on behalf of the “ Twelve,” who are just 
on the eve of their departure for England, 
and inform you, that “thi? thing” which 
you have thought, proper to write as a re- 
velation “to the Church in Alston and the 
branches round about,” to which you your- 
self administered, has “already come to the 
knowledge of the Churches,” both here and 
elsewhere; and lest you should have any 
doubt concerning the fact, we send you & 
copy of your revelation to that Church. 

I am sir, with all respect, 
Yours truly, 
James 


REVELATION. —P.S.— Isaiah . 
10th and 11th verse-. In my own beh 
I wish to state that I sincerely wish that it 
may soon come to pars that yuu, sir, and all 
our friends at Far West, may perceive that 
you are walking in the light of a fire, and 
sparks that you have yourselves kindled; and 
that you may turn round and fear the Lord, 
obey the voice of His servant, and thereb 
escape the sentence, Te shall lie down 
sorrow,” 
J. M. 


To Mr. Isaae Russell, Far West, Missouri 


Friday, 9th. A Conference was held 
at brother Caleb Bennett’s, Monmouth 


County, New Jersey, Elder John P. Green 


1 The New York and Brooklyn 
sches were represented by the Presi- 
dent in fellowship. There were re- 
presented at this Conference the fullowing 
Branches, by Elder Ball, Shrewsbury, 
New numbering twenty members; 
Montage, three; Minissink, New Hamp- 
shire, two; Albany, eight ; Holliston, Mas- 
sachusetts, sixteen. Elder Dunham re- 
presented Hamilton, Madison County, 
forty-six; Samuel James Leechburg 

Pennsylvania, forty. 

„Sunday, 1ith. TI attended meeting in 


850 
Distery af Somrph Smith. 
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Pratt. lu the wes 
baptie|, and four confirmed, namely. 
brother Hibbard, his wife, little ron, and 
anJ the Sacrament was adwi- 
This week I chiefly ¢pent 3 the 
dick ; sickness much decreased — 
Sunday, t&th. in the 


Oron Pratt preached upon 
Afiernoon. Three confirmed and one 
Elder. 


ordained an 


This week I spent chiefly 
dighty acres from William White for foun 


forenoon and heard a sermoa hy Par- 
iP. aftervoun t 


sick. The Church made.a 


th 1 dollars, 1 direc of 
the Hah White jar 
Sunilay, 25th. attended meeting. 


Pri tt and family, Oran Pratt, aa! Hiram 
Clark starte um their misaiun to i, 
in their own cacriage—their 
rou’e lying through Il inois, — 
to Detroit, the 
five hundred au 
situated near’ 
Bat spreading 


„37 
in England. Elder Richards went to rd 
| urdshire putteries-this day, and Pre. 
and ectting in uur meny of the Branches, 
aud ordaining many to the ministry, who 
rtunily on 
villages, 
‘knew 
and Ares, er part of the 


sideuts Fielding god Clayton 
are, diligent in hing as they, have 

fe in the any 

ie Sepumbet Tat. T attended 
latte writiugs, &., &. 

mach dec ere 

week, I spent. in victding the 


11th. 
‘Commerce, Illinois, Lith Sept., 1888. 
Dear Brother Galland — We have had 

treat plenure of -reesiving: your favour. of 

the Sith July; thereby thot 
and family bad arrived at Chi- 
eotie in safety and health, We peresive 
that you have had: „ cecape 
from a serious doubtless: — 

Band of the Lord és te be acknow 

‘the matter, although unperceived by 

ese. Time and experience will teach us 

more aud more, how falsetivod gains 


sick, and a- 
peo 


250 
credence with mankind in 


general, 
thao truth; but especially in taking int 
of salvation. 
rain simple of the Gospel of Je- 


‘never has been discerned nor ace 
knowledged as the truth, except by a few — 


among whom were not aay wise med 
after he Hesh, vot many mighty, not 
noble: whilst the majority have — 


themselves, with their own private opinin 
or have adopted those of others, accordi 
to their ad@ress, their philosophy, their for- 
mula, their poliey,. or their fuesxe may have 
attracted their attentiop, or pleased their 
taste. But, a, of all the other criterions 
wherehy we may june of the — of 
these things, one will be 
true, namely, that we will alwass 104 such 
characters glorying in their own w 
and their own works; whilst the: 
Saint.gives all the glory to God the Father, 
and w Mis Sen Jesus Christ; whose suka 
easy, and bose Larden is lizht, and 


P. wold his disciples, that unless 


— ohildren, they could not enter 
of Heaven. 
Bok situation of the Charch 
matters go with tis as well as can rent 
bee ; we have had considerable 


us, but very few deaths ; arid 
*| the greater part are now revevering, wo yes 
provided 


town, Nan 
others heve 
arted-fot' Europe, and the retudin- 


| “of ‘thay we expect 
ne 


a e 4 to int 
you lth, the work of 
retis on in 


that heareth you,, 
hold 1 will ‘Bei 


? 


them from t 


the | 


we have not 


ithstanding 4 


wit hal! set: 
Since you left here, we have purchased 
aut all Mr. Botghisies’ interest heregbvats. 
We have out Lo eu 
id ie the old cos 
hundreds -have ef late been 
but. so, even. a0, it, must 
And the Saviour he ha 
sheep hear and ale 
me:“ 
he nor t 
‘Gurth;” 
of at 


we have been exposed. S 

we do, upon the meres e power of G 

h our „ we hope to persevere on in 

good and useful work even unto the 

ind, that when we come to be tried in the 
_ balance, we may not be found wanting. 

With all good wishes and prayers for the 

and eternal salvation of yourself 

dod your family, as well as of all the honest 

heart ovor face of the earth, 


We remain, Sir, with sincerity, 
Your friends and brethren, 
Surrn, junior. 

Kirt- 


HE 


on 


: 


28 


5 
8 


E 


3 
: 


Eur 


L 


other 
them 
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At 


n | is a false idea that the Saints will 


to 


bh: 


and diet: | 


Ch 


after, some gentlemen met them and a-ked 


| who had been thé burying ground 
their appearance 


—so miserable was 
un 2 

ing, ake the “other 


"Wednesday, 25th. President Y 
went to Charles C. Rich’s; 26th, to bro- 


ther Wilber’s; 27th, brother Wilber car. 
1 Young and Kimball to Pitts- 
Sunday, 29th. Held meeting at my 
preaching to the world about great ju 
Gospel. Explained concerning the con- 
ing of the Son of Man, Ko.; als» that it 
all the judgments whilst the wicked suf. 
285 for all flesh is subject to suffer 
“the 


„ ord. as in C witha 
I was Council with 


nding to domestic and 
er George A. Smith, Reuben Hed- 
lock, and Theodore Turley started for 
England, and upset their wagon on the 
bank of the river, before they got out of 
sight of Commerce, Smith and beg = | 
Hedlock had to lift them in again. Soon 
land, Geauga County, Ohio. 
Friday, 13th. I left home for brother 
Wiliam Smith’ place i 
Saturday, 14 President — — ous business at home, except when visiting 
Young started from his home at Mon- Dal 
England. His health was very | though some of them but slowly. 
was unable to go thirty rods to 
without assistance. After he 
him on his horse behind 
. Kimball’s, where he re- 
until the 18th. He left his 
ith a babe only ten days old, 
children sick, unable to wait 
other. I returned home this 
15th. I was visiting the sick. 
Monday and Tuesday, 16th and 17th. 
Was engaged in arranging the te 
7 ednesday, 18th. Went to Burling. 
Iowa Territory. | 
all ber | many of the Saints will escape, for the 
went | just shall live by faith; yet many of the 
towards | righteous shall In & prey to disease, to 
‘Duel’s, | pestilence, &., by reason of the 
a near the rail- ö saved in the 
Kingdom of God. that it is an un- 
hallowed principle to say that such and 
such have transgressed because they have 
been preyed upon by disease or death, for 
bem — all flesh is subject to death; and the Sa- 
Brother ꝙ——ͥ— The fore part of this 
| nc — — 
ha, sixteen mile, ference. Elders Young Kimball 
| went to brother Decker’s, and Mr. Mur 
to rav’s, sister Kimball's father. 
twenty Tuesday, October Ist. ‘Elders Youn 
y ‘was too much for their fee d Kim | 
were prostrated and obliged to | 
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iday, 4th. Lorenzo Young carried 
— oung and Kimball to Jackson- 


Saturday, 5th. I attended a General 

Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints at Commerce, Han- 
cock County, Illinois, of which the follow- 
ing are the minutes— 


The meeting was opened by prayer b 
President which 
he was appointed President, and James 
Sloan Clerk of the Conference, by a unani- 
mous voice of the meeting. The President 
then spoke at some length upon the situa- 
tion of the Church ; the difficulties they have 
had to contend with; and the manner in which 
they had been led to this place; and wished 
to know the views of the brethren, whether 
they wished to appoint this a Stake or not; 
stating that he believed it to be a good place, 
and suited for the Saints. It was then 
unanimously agreed upon that it should be 
appointed a Stake and a place of gathering 
for the Saints. 

The following officers were then appoint- 
ed—namely, William Marks to be President; 
Bishop Whitney to be Bishop of middle 
ward; Bishop Partridge to be Bishop of 
5 ward; Bishop Knight to be Bishop 

lower ward; George W. Harris, Samuel 
Bent, Henry G. Sherwood, David Fulmer, 
Alpheus Cutler, William Huntington, Tho- 
mas Grover, Newel Knight, Charles C. Rich, 
David Dort, Seymour Brunsen, Lewis D. 
Wilson, to be High Council; who being re- 
spectfully called upon, accepted their ap- 
pointment. 

It was then voted that a Branch of the 
Charch be established on the other side of 
the river, in lowa Territory: over which 
Elder John Smith was appointed President ; 
Alanson Ripley, Bishop ; and Asahel Smith, 
John M. Burk, A. Owen Smoot, Richard 
Howard, Willard Snow, Erastus Snow, Da- 
vid Pettigrew, Elijah Fordham, Edward 
Fisher, Elias Smith, John Patten, Stephen 
Chase, were elected High Council. Don C. 
Smith was elected to be continued as Presi- 
dent of the High Priesthood. Orson Hyde 
to stand in his former office, and 
Smith to to be continued in his . 

_ Letters were then read respecting the ab- 
sence of members from ill health. It was 
voted that Harlow Redfield be suspended 
until he can have atrial; and in the mean 
time that be should not act as President of 


a Branch, or preach. 
Voted that John , James Daley, and 
Mile Andrus retain station in the 


Chuareh. 
feasion for disobeying the Word of Wisdom 


Voted that Owen's con- 


Johnston, Samuel Musick, John 8. Fulmer, 
Jabez Lake, Benjamin Jones, Henry Our 
Bough, Reddin Allred, George W. Gee, 
Jesse McIntre, James Brown, Henry Miller, 
Artemas Johnson, Joseph G. Hovey, Robert 
D. Foster, Fields B. Jacaway, Zadoc Be- 
thers, William Allred, William B. Simmons, 
William W. Edwards, senior, William H. 
Edwards, junior, Hosea Stout, Thomas Rich, 
Allen J. Stout, Esaias Edwards, John Adama, 
Daniel Miller, Simeon J. Comfort, Graham 
Coltrin, William Hyde, Andrew Henry, Red- 
dick N. Allred, Eli Lee, Hiram W. Mikesell, 
and Thomas B. Edwards were appointed El- 
ders of the Church, who all accepted of their 
appointment, with the Exception of Thomas 
8. Edwards. 

John Gaylord was admitted into the 
Church upon his confeesion. Abel Casto 
was confirmed by the laying on of hands. 

The meeting then adjourned until Sunday 
morning ; after which six were baptized by 
Joseph Smith, junior. The assembly was 
very large. 


The friends and brethren conveyed the 
Elders to Springfield, where they were 
kindly treated and nursed, for they were 
yet very feeble. 


Sunday, 6th. 


The Conference met on Sunday morning, 
pursuant to adjournment, at eight o'clock 
a.m., when Samuel Williams, Reuben Foot, 
Orlando D. Hovey, Tunis Rapelyee, Shef- 
field Daniels, Albert Milner, David B. Smith, 
Ebenezer Richardson, Pleasant Ewell, and 
William Helm, were appointed Elders of the 
Church, and were ordained under the hands 
of Reynolds Cahoon, Seymour Brunson, 
Samuel Bent, and Alpheus Cutler. 

After some remarks from the President, 

order and decorum during Con- 
ference, Kider Lyman Wight spoke concern- 
ing the duties of Priests, Teachers, &c. 
President Joseph Smith, junior, then addres- 
sed the Conference, ſu relation to appointing 
a Patriarch, and other matters connected 
with the well being of the Charch. 

Having now got through the business 
matters, the President proceeded to give in- 
struction to the Elders respecting preaching 
the Gospel, and upon them the ne- 
cessity of getting the Spirit, so that they 
might preach with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven ; to be careful in speaking on 
those subjects which are not clearly pointed 
out in the word of God, which lead to spec- 
ulation and atrife. 

Those persons who had been baptized, 
were then confirmed, and severai children re- 


Elders Cacier, Be nd 
Brunson. E Wight thea 
sed the meeting on the subject of. raising” 
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forthe; Elder Ezra Hayes was then put upon 
lands which had been contracted for as a. trial for r —.— injurious to the 
settlement for the Church, after which, con- Church, and for falsehoods, which were 
_ tributions were received for that purpose. | proven against him; his license was taken 

Judge Higbee was appointed to accom- | from him, and he required to give satisfac. 
pany Presidents Joseph Smith, junior, and | tion to those whom hehadoffended. 
Sidney Rigdon, to the City of Washington. Charges having been preferred against 

The meeting then adjourned until Monday | brother Rogers, it was agreed that the case 
morning. be handed over to the High Council. 

a | Asahel Perry made application to be re- 
Monday, "th. ceived into fellowship, and was voted into 
. | his former standing, 

Conference met on Monday morning, Oc-| After having referred the business hat 
tober 7th, pursuant to adjournment. gone into, to the High Council, the Prési- 

The President spoke at some length to | dent then returned thanks * the Conferénes 
the Elders, and explained many passages of | for their good attention and liberality; and 
Scripture. Elder Lyman Wight spoke on | having blessed them in the name of the 
the subject of the resurrection, and otber | Lord, the Conference was dismissed. 
important subjects; when he offered the The next Conference was appointed te 
following Resolution, which passed unaui- be held on the sixth day of April next. 


mousl y — 
ose That a new edition of Hymn Tuesday, 8th. After Conference, this 


Books be printed immediately, and that the Week I was mostly e gaged in aS 
one published by D. W. Rogers be utterly | to the general affairs of the Church, 
discarded by the Church. principally about home 


(To be continued.) 


Che Latter-day, Saints’ star. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1856. 


To THE ELpers.—This is a day of darkness. It is the begioning of that time referred 
to by the Prophet Joseph, when in vision he“ saw men hunting the lives of their own 

sons, and brother murdering brother, women killing their own daughters, and daugh- 
— when he “saw armies arrayed agsinst armies,” 
and “ blood, desolation, fires,” &. This is peculiarly a time when it is the privilege 
of the Elders to feel with renewed power the spirit pf e, without, whieh 
salvation cannot be administered. 

"Now is the time for the Ekiers to testify to the world in all ‘boldness thas the ka- 
ter-day work has begun, and that the predictions of modern as well as ancient 
Prophets and Apostles are being fulfilled before their eyes. In these times af per- 
plexity, when men’s minds are filled with the spirit of war and commotion, their ears 
may be closed and their hearts steeled against the truth, but it is the duty of those 
hese 
in their garments in the day of the Lord Jesus. 


The Elders should launch out from the old and ber 


into the fulness and freedom of the spirit of testimany of the leading principles of the. 
latter-day work, and of the judgments with which the Almighty is. Viaiting the earth. 
Always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is within you, and endeavour to be 
well armed with every weapon of defence with which to meet the enenties of truth, 


AB 
anc 
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the honest in heart of the truth of your testimony, and no others are of any use in 
the kingdom of-God. 

Whenever salvation has been administered, it has been by testimony. Therefore 
we say to the Elders, testify, restivy ! that the channel of communication is again 
opened between man and the heavens; that the Book of Mormon is of Divine ori- 
gin; that Joseph, Brigham, and those who preside in the Church are holy men, guided 
hy the spirit of revelation. Testify that baptism and laying on of hands bring forgiveness 
of sins and the Gift of the Holy Ghost; and that chis is a diy of Apostles and Prophets, 
of healiogs, and the ministrations of angels, a day of warning and of judgment, a dax 
when the reward of evil follows close on the heels of the transgressor, a day of re- 
joicing for the righteous, for they verily know that the day of their redemption is 
near, if they keep faithfully the commandments given them. Let the Saints be 
_ @ontinually reminded, that one of the most important of these commandments is to 
gather to the place appointed. Brother Joseph prophesied, over fifteen years ago, 
“that that map who tarries after he has an opportunity of going, will be afflicted by 
the devil,” and every year has witnessed many cases of the fulfilment of this prophecy. 
There are many of the Saints who have been long in the Church, and have. neglected 
to gather when they might have done so, who absolutely stand in the way, and are a 
hindrance to the work. They no longer enjoy the lively influences of the Spirit, 
but have become withered and stale, and are so many dead weights for those who 
S The Elders should dig about such, and ascertain whether 
N root of the matter is in them; if so, they should endeavour to infuse the spirit 

of life in them, by having them again begin at first principles, and get their first love 
them, get them to show their faith by their works, in making e — 
to Zion. Should any who are called Saints prove to be so near d 24 — 
resurrection to newness of life, they should be out off, that the tree may not be en- 
cumbered with dead branches. . 

Many of the Saints are borne down hy poverty, sickness, and affliction ; such need 
counsel, consolation, and comfurt, and the Elders should so live in the spirit of their 
calling as ever to have a timely word for all, and a portion of the spirit and power of 
life to administer to each in due season. 

This is a day of great manifestations of spirit, both false and true, and these are 
mpidly increasing in a great variety of forms, and in intensity of power, and unless the 
— — give the power of discern- 
ment, the Saints may sometimes be led astra spirits, and go into darkness. 
Therefore be prayerful and watchful, and * — 
wonderful or marvellous, it must of necessity be produced by a good spirit, for 
“every spirit, or vision, or singing is not of God.” “The gift of discerning of 
spirits will be given to the Presiding Elder,” and the Saints should pray that it may 
upon bim. Speak not in the gift of tongues without understanding it, or 


without interpretation, for the devil can speak in tongues. He can alse manifest 
himself in a great variety of ways in afflictions and contortious of the body, 
by. luminous appearances, by spirit rappings, table turnings, mesmeric influences, 
aud miracles. There is nothing done among the Saints by the power of 
God, that the devil cannot produce a case sufficiently similar to deceive those whe 
e not the Spirit by which to discern between good and evil fene, The 
Elders ‘should be dignified’ in all their deportment, and not given to levity. They 
chould not trifle or meddle with those higher principles pertaining to the celestial 
law, which. belong exclusively to. Zion, On; these subjects. they should maintain » 
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dignified reserve, that the feelings and affections of none may be led astray. And 
finally we would exhort you to be humble, be prayerful, be vigilant, seeking wisdom 
daily at the fountain of all light and intelligence, that your hearts may be pure, that 
your head may not err, that your fect may oe eo ae not go 
astray and lead others into darkness. | | 


“Der DAR STELLA.“ — With pleasure we have received the first Number of 
this periodical, which we trust will prove instrumeotal in building up and edifying 
those Saints who speak the German language, and in bringing many honest souls to 
a kriowledge of the truth. We pray that Elder Tyler may have the Holy Spirit to 
rest upon him richly in his editorial labours, that he may be enabled to introduce to 
his readers such matter as shall be most suitable for them, and most calculated to 
advance the purposes of our Father in Heaven. 

If any of the Saints in these islands wish to become subscribers to Ber Batstellet, 
they by doing 80 will not only benefit themselves, hut assist Elder Tyler to carry on 
the good work he has commenced. 


Uran Man. — The March letter mail arrived just as we were going to press. The 
general news will be gleaned from the ineresting letter of Elder G. A. Smith, 
on another page. * 


* 


— — 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. of the First Company, sailed for Hawaii, 
Stations and Labours of Elders —Baptisms. journ for a season in the fields occu- 


4 by ders Keeler, Allred, Snider, and 
Honolulu, Oahu, Nov. 29, 1854. 


Dear Brother Brigham—Nine of the —— . — 
rig ne — of 
Missionaries last sent from Utah arrived | the second arri 

here on the 27th of ber, and seven | Joseph Salt of the fit wih 

on the 13th of Novem and brothers and Thurston, of — * 


Partridge, Caine, and Johnson are daily ex- ‘pany, are on the Islands of Maui, over 
85 — which Elder Hammond is 


younger brethren, td re- Moloki to associate w Elder 


1115 


necessary 
2 In ng to the differ- 
8. Smith, 


Ward Pack, George Bpeers, and EE Bell 


Honk INTELLIGENCE—Shropshire Conference.—Shrewsbury, May 22, Elder James 
P. Park says that the Conference is exerting itself to straighten up financial matters. 
) Both the Priesthood and the Saints are united, and willing to do all they can to 
advance the purposes of the Most High, and things look prosperous. From all 
| 9 similar cheering accounts. 
seems that a better selection for the ing on Kauai, for which brothers 
— could not have been made. — and — — after 
They anxious to speedily ac- | Partridye’s arri rothers 
the language, and cheerfully adapt Cluff aud John Young remain 
— 
in acquiring 
native Brother Young and El. 
| der W „President of this Island 
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ren were on hand as pioneers, and already: 
engaged in putting ta seed, and eviasing 
an energy und zeal which with them we 
had never before witnesed. Since that 
period we have learned of their continued 
rosperity, together with an imerease of 
and help. 
The press, &c., arrived on the 8th, and 
it would do you good to see the seventeen: 
large bales of printing’ paper, each con- 
taining ten reams, all in good condition. 
The native brethren gather around with 
joy and emotion on their countenances, 
‘while beholding the press and material, 
and evince a great anxiety to see it in 
immediate operation 
Our books came 
told by the collector of customs that it is 


a doubt whether our press will also pass 
ize us as i 


free, as he does not , 
“ Christian community.” I spent. not less 
than an hour in showing him and others 
who were present, that we were the oaly: 

ieve t some thi 7 
will never forget. I then addressed a 
note to the cullector, to be presented to 


him to the law providing for the same, 
which I think will im its release 
from duties. 
Brother Keeler from a Con- 
ference on Hawaii over 800 members. 
Your friend and brother, 


BENZAMIN JOHNSON. 
Elder George Q. Cannon. 


Pioneers at the Gathering Place Cummence- 
ment of Operations, 
Wailuku, Maui, 8. I., Oct. 6, 1854. 


men from each BS pi to 
directly 
and planting. Brothers Kinoo Pelio and 
Kadanui were chosen leaders. They all 
joined me at Lahaina in about a Weeks 
i ons, Ke. 
arrived 
ula, and, 


duty free, bat I am | 


| yoke of oxen landed there. 


| 


where to farming and ales 
wheretolayouthecity, 
At the dedic . on of our meeting-bouse 


1 — time, antl the 
follow ag we had meetings nearly u 
long, ‘barely rested long — 
The —— down — 
about wetti ground, 
them to plant on the ——— as we 
had asked the Lord to do. I could real- 
ize in some 


made; thenthe Lord will bles ubenc 
took 


old scow ot B. F. Rolles and Co., and tools 
them all over at à load. Whites and 
tives all jo ned in saying. that we 


S 
11. 


=F 
11 


H 


8. 


3 


7 
— with gratitude to 
Father, for His protecting 
been over us thruugh:the night. 
we returned to Lahnina, many were ready 
to cwgratulate us on aur cseape 
what they considered a periloas trip. 

The other islunds being +o fur off, 
our having no vessel yet, i will be a hard 
mateer for them to | 


4 


Above are 


News of Jan. 4, and 


Hy 


| ESPONDENCE: 
7 the spot was pointed out by revelation 
— 
| thering from few meetings ; thers 
were none present of the Church, except 
| those of strong fai h, and they had cums 
there according to the word of the Lords 
therefore, He was ready to bless them, 
| | and He did so beyond all that I could hart 
bxpected. So it will be when the multitude 
gathered there, their faith will be. in- 
the Pri ouncil, demanding exemption | never land on Lanai wiel 
for — — rty, and referring | tides and winds would take 
we would be lost, &.; 
proved them ull false prephets. 
over in the night, and had a very smooth 
time; had three whale boats 48 
scow. We pulked and tugyed 
and about eight o'clock in 
Dear Brother George—The work of, 
the gatherin A commeneed. I came 
home from Honolalu, and went straight 
to Walluku-nei and Kulu, and chose ten: 
so it will fall mostly on Manie-uei.to bear 
and I must say are ready. 
willing. 
Eider George Q. Cuangn. 
b. 16.—Ep. Star} 
Oahu, and told bm he 
| where to commence o Historian's Office, Gregt Salt Lake Citgy - 
should come. unto it; and it Dear Brother Franklii-—With plan 


We learn from Elder Dimiek B. Hun- 


tingdon, In » that the Indians, 
after Walker’s decease, besides killing six- 
ty horses, and two squa ws, buried a Piede 
boy alive in the earth, leaving an aperture 
for air, and then left him to die of star- 
vation. 

On Sabbath, the 11th instant, President 
Grant announced from the stand that 
President Young would deliver an address 
on the ensuing on our relation- 


ship with the General Government; and 
that if his health would not it him to 
attend personally, he w write his 


any of the who 


— together with a sermon delivered 

e 

from arres 

been up for the history, I will 

refer you to the News for the particulars. 
On the evening of the 18th, John Smith, 

eidest son of Hyrum, was set apart to his 


sof the 


sent out Elder George 

„ to make a requisition 

upon the Pahvantes for the murderers of 
nison and party; when Kanoshe 

agreed to deliver up seven of the mur- 

derets. Major Reyn 

up 
t 


I have noticed these two Saturdays 
fish, principally trout and suckers, — 
in wagons near the Store, at five 
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to inform you of cents 


ap- | is 


into fishing in Utah Valley, with some 
ren, who have prepared nets for 


west of Jordan, and preach 
Sabbaths. On last Sabbath we 
north at Session’s Settlement. and Centre- 


ville. The city building at Session’s was 
unanimously voted to be called Bountiful. 
We have generally first-rate times, the 

e seem glad to see and hear us, and 
isten with breathless attention to our 
teachings. We have written to the News 
accounts of our tours, and the history of 
the various places; which no doubt you 


will 

We have been engaged night and day 
lately getting up a synopsis of our history 
as a people, at the request of the President, 
as he has been witten to by the editors of 
the Peoples Journal, Lebanon, Ohio; 
who are publishing a work on the history 
of all religions. The Presidency have 
heard it read and are well pleased with it. 
I do not grudge the time spent on it if 
they will only publish ic verbatim. 

Public parties a to be givi 
for public associations for mut 

t in the Arts and Sciences. 

Eider L. Snow’s Polysophical Society 

doing well, and 1 influence 
in favour of education. Their library is 
becoming quite extensive, and is a very 
— collection. They are —— 
schools in all the common branches, wit 
gymnastics and tactics for instruction as 
well as recreation. | 

I have deliv-red two lectures on history 
before the Universal Scientific Society, 
which meets weekly at the Council House. 

Your family have had a party at gwd 
house; brother Robert L. a at- 
tended, and reports that he a good 
supper, a pleasant dance, and spent an 
agreeable evening. Sister Jane was in 
excellent spirits. Your father was pre- 
sent. 


You will be to learn that an 
association has formed, with Elder 
James Smithies as their President, for the 
cultivation of vocal and instrumental my- 
sic. The name of the organization, is 
the * Deseret Philharmonic Society.” — 
wish their musical brethren fri 


way 
im- 


abroad to help them with donations of 


suitable music, 


Lagain take up ught in Mill Creek. A 
the proccedinge of the pat men » Lhe! brother was to leave the city last week to 
— os had commeneed, the latter 
part-has been varied, sometimes. snowing 
in the morning, a fice afternoon, beautiful r Ezra T. Benson and myself have 
sunset, and then considerable frost during | visited the settlementa in this county, 
of the territory, so far as I am. in 
has been as 
invited the strangers. Accordingly on 
18th at an early hour the Tabernacle was 
crowded by the Saints, insomuch that it 
wes 
came at the time to get in ; therefore 
Elder Hyde ted the brethren to re- 
tire and give the strangers their places, 
which call was so universally attended to 
by the brethren, that outside there 
red a large congregation, which Elder 
— while the Governor had 
his speech read, and afterwards addressed 
the people for about 11 hours. As his 
address and h are to be in this week’s 
as to the 
Patriarchal Priesthood in the Church. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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A Music Hall is about to be erected 
the members of Captain Ballo’s Ban 
aided by liberal subscriptions from their 


I am informed a meeting is to be held 
at the Social Hall this evening, to organ- 
ize a Theological Institute. 

The President’s health has been poor, 
although y he was able to visit 
the Temple Block, the Endowment House, 
and the new Bowery, which is in course 
of erection, and which we would like 
finished in time for the April Conference. 

Two large ditches have been cut across 
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BIRMINGHAM, WARWICKSHIRE, AND 
HEREFORDSHIRE CONFERENCES. 


Jucreasing Interest in the Work—Baptisms 
—Lectures and Financial Efforts. 


111, Warstone Lane, Birmingham, 
May 22, 1855. 
Dear Brother F. D. 
I think we are going to have plenty 
to do here in this for our i 
up bills headed “ A Voice from Heaven, 
has made the devil mad. Parsons have 
commenced lecturing against us; we had 
a chance to reply to one last night. 


May 24. 


Knowing the desire of 2 heart for the 
spread of truth, and the building up of the 
kingdom of our God here on the earth, I 
feel assured that any news that bespeaks 
the prosperity of this great work will be at 
any time interesting to you. I therefore 
feel inclined to pen a few items concern- 
ing the progress of the work of the Lord 
in this part of His vi the Confer- 
ences over which I have the honour to 


preside. 

Conferen is, I con- 
sider, in a general state of prosperity. 
Brother Godeall, the President, and “4 
self, are perfectly united in our spirits and 
in all our movements. The Priesthood 
generally partake of the same united de- 
termination to spread the principles of 
truth, to establish the principle of confi- 
dence so long lost to the world through 
the Branches of the entire Conferences. 
I feel that our united labours are blessed, 


‘the last two months amounts 
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ours 
onen A. Suara. 


for —— the commencement of the 

we have baptized about 100 persons inte 
the Church, — delslaln in the 
blessings of the Gospel. We have lectures 


advertized in various which are 
y 


un- 
day of every month, which I think will 
result in great good. The avails of the 


8.5 
E 


which we forward to you. ; 
I have not as yet had returns from 
Warwickshire and Herefordshire Confer- 


with me in out the purposes of 
t those Conferences. ith the 


ing from this to the Herefordshire Con- 
ference, I think there will be a good work 
done-there this season. 

My health aud spirits are first rate. I 
feel like labouring with all my might ia 
the great harvest while the day lasts. I 
2 with all my heart for 

ur kind wishes in your last letter, and 
in return I feel to pray God to bless you 
with health and with every blessing re- 
quisite to the work before 

Brothers Wheelock and Godsall jo 


the swamp north of the city, as a o 
mencement to making a good road. 
The Hot Spring has been lowered two 
ends. feet, and a good road made across its out- 
let. The waste race on North Temple 
| Brothers John L. Smith, Leo Haw- 
| kins, Jonathan Grimshaw, Robert L. 
| Campbell, and Thomas Bullock, who are 
: with me in the Office, desire to be re 
a membered kindly to you, 
| 
| 
— 
| 
to £35, 
| ences, yet I trust the call meets with the 
same hearty response, for I know the Pre- 
sidenta are alive to this wor and are one 
8 Ww ers, Which i am send- 
| 
| 
| 
me in ove to you. 
Yours truly, 
E. Evisworra. 
| 
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Hrport of the Cwenty-seventh Qnoram of Seventies. 


(From the “ Deseret News.”) 

| 8. L. feel porting 

Stephen H. Goddard, Thomas Quorum in good standing, with the ex- 
William C. Staines, G. S. L. City. ception of those marked “ Residence and 
Pyper, Nephi. Fort. — — We wish, if they 
an ’ are terri would report 
William Glover, Charles A. Harper, — — letter, to one 
England. 4 the undersigned, — ii not in 

territory, an person W ws 

MEMBERS. of them, —— to waite, giving the 
John O. Angus, John C. Badger, Mat- information where they are living, and 
thew Clayton, Christian Christianson, 
Thomas W. Ellerbeck, Joseph Goodrich, 


George Gooddard, Leo 112 John 
Hamer, Arza E. Hink 
Levi N. Kendall, Samuel 
Snow, John Wardrop, G. 8S. 1. eee 
Charles A. Terry, South Cottonwood. 
Royal James Cutler, West Jordan. 
Eli Harvey Pierce, Box Elder. 


C. Hadlock, Orren Hadlock, 


John H. Ballard, Provo. 
Dennison L. Harris, Cyrus Sandford, 
Edward Star, 8 


Curtis, T. C. D. Howell, Pay- i 

Alexander Gardner, William R Holden, 
Nephi. 

_ Hoopes, Furman Mulford, James 


* 


B. Decker, Charles V. Webb, 
Parowan. 


Joseph Matthews, San Bernardino. 
Woodville M. Andrews, San Diego. 


ON MISSIONS. 


William Glover, Charles A. 5 
Joseph A. Young, England. 

Robert Skelton, Hindostan. 

James Hawkins, James Lawson, Sand- 
wich Isles. 

Thomas Morris, San Francisco. 

Isaac Bullock Elijah Warde, Fort 
Supply. 


RESIDENCE AND STANDING UNKNOWN. 


Norman I. Bliss, William L. Davis, 
Harvey Fairchild, Calvin G. Flecher, 
Ethan Griffith, John Johnstone, William 
Standing, John T. Waite. 


what was their standing in the 

when last seen or heard of, in order that 
the undersigned Presidents may have 
power to open a communication with 


We wish the relatives or friends of Ru- 
fus Beech, Eli Chase, William Clements, 
Robert Hamilton, Israel Herriman, John 
Hyde, Wiley H. Holden, Wier Leavitt, 
David Smith, Milton Smith, William B. 
Weatherby, and William Williams, who 


—— their death 
that the same may be recorded on the 
Quorum records. | 

That portion of the Quorum living im 
= — L. — — — or three excep- 


Tues — every 


Thomas B „ and will continue te 


said e in 
with their — iat 
gious exercises, that we may be mutual 


comfort to each other, while we have the 
opportunity. | 
Srernen II. Gopparp, 
Tuomas BuLLocs, 
WILIA C. Staines, 
Presidents of the 27th Quorum of Seven- 
ties, 


d. 8. L. City, Jan. 5, 1355. 


nem. 
Weber. 
enn Dee are reported to be dead; to make out and 
forward to one of us, the date and place 
of their birth; parents names; dates of , 
baptism and ordinations; time of gather- 
ng with the Saints; together with a short 
mr. the same old place, and we kindly invite 
those of the Quorum not residing in this 
city, when they visit this place, so to ar- 
range their business, that they may meet 
— 


